[image: image1.wmf]CROSSROADS

Consulting

Group


Hard to believe another year is gone!!

It’s been another busy year for Crossroads.  So, we thought we’d give you an update while wishing you the happiest of holiday seasons!!
A New Certification Program is Launched!!
Many of you have asked if we would consider doing a certification program in online teaching.  So, in September of this year, we began working with the Fielding Graduate University to roll one out!  One of our first cohorts included 14 faculty from Jamestown Community College.  Teaching in the Virtual Classroom is 20-unit academic certificate program that spans two semesters and provides 3 courses per term which are offered consecutively. The program provides transfer credit to Fielding’s doctoral program in Educational Leadership and Change.  Check Fielding’s website for more information (www.fielding.edu) or contact us directly!

Our trip to Brazil!
In June, we had the privilege of traveling to Sao Leopoldo, Brazil to keynote a distance learning conference sponsored by Unisinos, a university in southern Brazil.  We had a great time and met some generous and fun people who have become lifelong friends.  We also enjoyed seeing the distance learning efforts underway there as well as seeing the beautiful countryside.  We learned enough Brazilian Portuguese to be dangerous and our conversation is now peppered with Brazilian translations of English sayings!  We can’t wait for an opportunity to return to that wonderful country!
A very busy year!

We probably had our busiest year yet this past year (although we say that every year!).  In addition to our teaching and writing work, and Keith’s work as Associate Dean of Distance Learning at Northwest Arkansas Community College, we presented at numerous training sessions and conferences and consulted with some institutions in the development of online teaching and training programs.  Our thanks go out to the following groups for inviting us to work with you this past year:
· Kaplan University
· CIEC
· Johns Hopkins University
· IHETS
· ION
· Regis University
· University Health Network at Toronto General Hospital

· Jamestown Community College
· Fielding Graduate University
· LERN

· IECC
· Elgin Community College
· University of Houston
In addition, we attended our favorite conferences again this year – The Distance Teaching and Learning Conference in Madison, WI and the League for Innovation, this year in Dallas, Texas.  
We also participated in two PBS satellite broadcasts – Distance Learning 201 and 202.  We were panelists in the first show on facilitation and Rena moderated the second on assessment.  Both were extremely well received and can be accessed through Starlink (www.starlinktraining.org).
Thanks, everyone, for making this year fun and exciting!!

Upcoming Events

As usual, we are beginning to schedule events for 2006.  Thus far, we have the following scheduled:

· Ozarks Technical Community College
· Texas Women’s’ University
· Innovations Conference
· University of California – San Francisco
· International Conference on College Teaching and Learning

Contact us if you’d like us to speak at your school or organization!

More Books!

As we told you a while back, we are acting as consulting editors on a new series of books for Jossey-Bass on online learning.  The books are designed as small reference guides for faculty and are full of good hands-on material generated by those in the field.  The first of these, Engaging the Online Learner, written by our colleagues Rita-Marie Conrad and Ana Donaldson was released earlier last year.  Our contribution to the series, Collaborating Online, was released last fall!  This year, Exploring the Digital Library by Kay Johnson and  Elaine Magnusin was added to the series.  Soon, you’ll see Jonathan Finkelstein’s contribution, Learning in Real Time. Look for new additions to the series over the next year!
To Contact Us:

We are now scheduling training and consulting for 2006.  If you would like us to speak at your institution or organization, feel free to contact us by e-mail (rena@xroadsgroup.com or keith@xroadsgroup.com) 

or by phone at (510) 769-1340.


Our warmest wishes for Happy Holidays to you all and best wishes for a successful 2006!
NEWS from the Cyberspace Sandbox






































